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6 R EN T— AN IN] USTl C E 

Inasmuch as many thrifty, industrious, hard-working tenants 
came and went during the nearly three decades that Mrs. E. 
held the property, it must be asked whether any innate, in- 
trinsic quality of Mrs. E.'s set her apart from everyone else in 
that area, and made her deserve that the others' efforts for cer- 
tain periods each month should be expended in earning money 
with which to pay her, while she did not work at all. No such 
extraordinary qualities were possessed by this woman, and 
thus it must be concluded that the payments of rents to her 
over those years since her investment was recouped, was un- 
justifiable. It is therefore plain that an economic injustice was 
perpetrated against the many tenants during the time since 
19S5. 

A further irrational fact becomes evident: The property itself, 
the land, that is, was a part of the surface of the planet, and 
was created by no one at all. At some point it was appropriat- 
ed by an unknown person or persons who subsequently passed 
down "title" to the sector to others. Since this original person 
or persons obtained the land for nothing, any payment he or 
she may have been accorded beyond their own costs of improv- 
ing the land, when it passed out of the original owner's poss- 
ession, was likewise unjustified. Whenever the land is today 
bought or sold, absurdity is compounded. 

Moreover, the apartments on this land were constructed during 
1919 and 1920, and whoever constructed them or arranged for 
their construction was no doubt amply repaid in about the same 
length of time as was Mrs. E. to be many years later. Thus, by 
1930 at the latest, MOflOOY, aside from the actual dwellers 
in the buildings, had any just claim to what was there. There- 
fore, Mrs. E. really had no right to buy the property in 1947 
because at that time no one bad the right to sell. By 1930, to 
state this in the plainest terms, no person had any legitimate 
claim to deserve recompense, since the original builders, im- 
provers, etc., had already been repaid and had had the use of 
the land besides. The property "belonged" to whomever used 
it. All the subsequent "owners" and landlords were, in fact, 
impostors. 



A FURTHER IRRATIONAL FACT 7 

Now consider the other tenant. Larry was hardly able to afford 
the apartment which he rented from Mrs. E., but to augment his 
income by decreasing his rent he trimmed trees and grass, re- 
paired porches, and so forth, for which work he was "compen- 
sated" by a reduction in the sum that he had to pay in rent. 
Larry rented for over three years, or one-ninth of the total time 
Mrs. E. had owned the property, and during that time he paid 
about $1800 to her in rents. This was 5% of what Mrs. E. her- 
self had paid long ago and which she had no further right to be 
paid for, since her claims against the property, even such as 
they were, were already satisfied. 

In early 1975 Mrs. E. decided to sell "her" property, and con- 
sulted neither Larry, Fred, nor any of the other tenants whose 
payments (which often, as in Larry's case, involved a real 
hardship at times) had made life so comfortable for her. Thus 
neither payment, nor work of upkeep on the property, nor occu- 
pancy, resulted in either of these tenants being afforded the 
npportunity to say anything about the disposal of the dwellings 
they inhabited. Since no other rational basis for ownership ex- 
ists than those mentioned, it is clear that the rights of the ten- 
ants to their homes were completely abrogated. Yet, all this 
abuse was carried on with the full sanction of law and prevail- 
ing social morality. Obviously these last have nothing to do 
with what is correct or just. 

After the property was sold, both Larry and Fred were forced 
to leave when the new "owner", after walking through the 
buildings for the very first time, emphatically declared that 
the heating, wiring, and other systems contained in the apart- 
ments were "inadequate", a fact which it would seem is to be 
determined actually by the tenants who live therein, and not by 
an ignorant interloper seeing the properties for the first time. 
Such "repairs" naturally would mean that enormous rent rises 
would be in order, and again, naturally, tenants were given no 
choice about whether they wished these so-called improve- 
ments to be made, Mr. N., the new landlord, smiles and chuck- 
les and lives in a fancy home outside of town. No doubt he 









